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of a peal of silver bells, and they sounded so pretty that I sat down
to listen, and to watch them as they swung shining in the sun-
beams. Before they ceased to sound, came a great flight of birds,
and each one perching upon a bell added its charming song to the
concert. As they ended, I looked up and saw a tall and stately
dame advancing towards me, surrounded and followed by a vast
flock of every kind of bird.
 *	" Who are you, little girl," said she, " who dares to come where
I allow no mortal to live, lest my bir&s should be disturbed ?   Still,
if you are clever at anything," she added, "I might be able to put
up with your presence."
 *	" Madam," I answered, rising, "you may be very sure that I
shall not do anything to alarm your birds.   I only beg you, for
pity's sake, to give me something to eat."
 *	" I will do that," she replied, " before I send you where you
deserve to go."
6 And thereupon she despatched six jays, who were her pages, t:-
fetch me all sorts of biscuits, while some of the other birds brought
ripe fruits. In fact, I had a delicious breakfast, though I do not
like to be waited upon so quickly. It is so disagreeable to be
hurried. I began to think I should like very well to stay in this
pleasant country, and I said so to the stately lady, but she answered
with the greatest disdain :
4" Do you think I would keep you here ? You I Why what do
you suppose would be the good of you in this country, where every-
body is wide-awake and busy ? No, no, I have shown you all the
hospitality you will get from me."
*	With these words she turned tu^a gave a vigorous pull to the
silken rope which I mentioned before, but instead of a melodious
chime, there arose a hideous clanging which quite terrified me, and
in an instant a huge Black Bird appeared, which alighted at the
Fairy's feet, saying in a frightful voice—
4" What do you want of me, my sister ? "
*	" I wish you to take this little Princess to my cousin, the Giant
of the Green Castle, at once," she replied, "and beg him from me
to make her work day and night upon his beautiful tapestry."
4 At these words the great Bird snatched me up, regardless of
my cries, and flew off at a terrific pace	'
*	Oh 1 you are joking, cousin,' interrupted Prince Vivien; * you
mean as slowly as possible.   I know that horrible Black Bird, and
tlio lengthiness of all his proceedings and surroundings.'

